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WHO
cares!
Wildlife Habitats 
of Oakland
Working to improve the natural network
of habitats in Oakland County, Michigan

Who is
WHO? Wildlife Habitats of 

Oakland (WHO) is 
a collaborative effort 
among several

leading conservation groups, county govern
ment, and nonprofit agencies in Oakland 
County, Michigan. WHO is working in 
conjunction with the National Wildlife 
Federation to accomplish the following goals:

• Create a network of wildlife friendly 
habitats in residential yards, businesses, 
parks, trails and other publicly owned 
lands

• Raise awareness about the importance  
of pollinators and other indicator species

• Recognize the significant role that 
native plants have in fostering a healthy 
environment

• Certify all of Oakland County as a 
National Wildlife Federation 
Community Wildlife Habitat

Working together we can make Oakland 
County’s landscape, not only beautiful, but 
sustainable for all generations.

To learn more about WHO,  
visit the Detroit Zoo website
detroitzoo.org/who
Email: education@dzs.org 

Join your 
neighbors in 
creating wildlife 
habitats in 
Oakland County. 
Certify where you 
l ive, work, or play 
as a National 
Wildlife Federation 
Certif ied Wildlife 
Habitat today! 
Visit www.nwf.org.

Dinosaur Hill 
Nature Preserve
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Join your neighbors in 
creating natural habitats 
in Oakland County and  
certify where you live, 
work, or play as a 
National Wildlife 

Federation Certified Wildlife Habitat today! 
Then help to spread  the word and connect 
your habitat to the surrounding landscape.

Wildlife, fish, and plants do not recognize 
community boundaries. Creating habitat 
connections or linking remaining open 
spaces is crucial to their survival.

Habitat is at its best and most functional when 
it is connected to other habitats. When several 
individual homeowners, schools, businesses 
or places of worship in an area create habitat 
on their property, wildlife wins!

Young or old, a large space or small… 
everyone has a role to play in wildlife  
habitat protection!

Children reap enormous benefits from being 
involved in gardening and other outdoor 
activities. From developing responsible 
behavior, fostering an interest in science  
and nature, to reducing stress levels and 
encouraging healthy lifestyles, these are just  
a few of the ways that children win when  
you have a wildlife habitat.

A habitat is simply a home
for plants and animals. 
Creating a National Wildlife 
Federation Certified Wildlife 
Habitat in your own 
backyard is fun and easy. 

STEP 1: FOOD
Consider planting bushes that have berries, flowers 
that produce nectar, trees that yield nuts or leaving 
a few dead branches to attract hungry woodpeckers. 
Alternatively, you might want to place a birdfeeder 
in your yard.

STEP 2: WATER
Love frogs? Water is critical for all wildlife, but 
especially rapidly declining amphibian populations. 
Give them a place to hang out. Options include a 
water dish or bird bath, rain garden, garden pond, 
or even a natural wetland.

STEP 3: COVER
Wildlife need cover from weather extremes 
and threat of predators. Thickets, brambles 
and brush make perfect hiding spots.

STEP 4: PLACES TO RAISE YOUNG
Mature trees, butterfly friendly plants, nesting 
boxes, dense shrubs and dead trees are prime 
spots for wildlife to raise their young in safety.

STEP 5: SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES
Reducing your use of pesticides, herbicides 
and chemical fertilizers can go a long way 
toward protecting sensitive amphibians, 
pollinating insects and groundwater.  
A healthy yard for wildlife is a healthy  
yard for you.

STEP 6: CERTIFY YOUR HABITAT
Over 700 individuals, 
businesses, schools and 
places of worship in 
Oakland County have 
already certified their 
property! We need  
your help in order to 
reach our goal of 1,000
certified habitats. You can help by certifying  
your property TODAY. Certification is a 
simple and easy process. 

Start by visiting
www.nwf.org 

Click on “How to Help” and then  
select “Garden for Wildlife”.

Who? YOU!
What can you

do to help?

What is  
a wildlife  
habitat?
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