
The great sunflower project

Engage and Reflect
Watch Virtual Vitamin Z | Zoo Educational Lesson: Pollinator Spotlight- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFC2uCjLbiU

Skills
● Observation skills
● Data collection 

.
NGSS Science and Engineering Practices 

● Using Mathematics and Computational Thinking
● Analyzing and interpreting data

Experience
● 5-10 minutes 

Pollinators are a vital part of every ecosystem. Pollinators are animals that move 
pollen from one flower to another - allowing the flower to produce fruit. A lot of plants 
need help with pollination, if they didn’t get this help they wouldn’t produce fruit or 
seeds. If pollinators disappeared from the world, we would have massive food 
shortages. Scientists need to get an idea of what is happening to the population of 
these important animals, and you can help too! Since scientists cannot be in all the 
places at once, they rely on people, like you and me, to collect data and report back to 
them. You can look in your own outdoor space and report the information to the 
scientists!   

Celebrating and Saving Wildlife 
At the Detroit Zoo we plant native, pollinator-friendly gardens. These plants are are 
easy to find, easy to take care of, and are great for pollinators. For southeast 
Michigan, lupine, bee balm, coneflower or cardinal flower are all examples of native 
plants 

Take Action
Collecting data for the Great Sunflower Project, a citizen science project focused on 
pollinators, helps scientists identify areas that need support to increase the number of 
pollinators. Your contributions make a huge difference! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFC2uCjLbiU


The great sunflower project  

Supplies

● Outdoor space with flower
● Stopwatch (many phones have built-in stopwatches)
● Notepad

Directions

● Start by recording the date, time and where you are. Sample data sheet is 

provided on the next page. 

● Then, choose a plant to watch and write down what type of plant it is (either 

a common name or scientific name).

○ On that plant, decide how many flowers you are going to watch and 

write that down.

■ If it is a plant with lots of flowers in a spike or bunch, you will 

need to count how many flowers are in that bunch.

From “How to count”  from The Great Sunflower Project; https://www.greatsunflower.org/How%20to%20count 

● Once you are settled, start your timer and record the number of visits by pollinators.

○ If possible, write down the type of pollinator. You can be as specific as you want, but 

please only be specific if you are certain!

○ If a pollinator goes away and comes right back, count it twice, or as many times as 

needed. We are interested in the number of visits rather than the actual number of 

pollinators.

● When you are done (try to do at least 5 minutes), enter the data at the website, 

www.GreatSunflower.org. Start by logging in at the website and then click on Add a Count.

Notes: 

If you do an observation, and you see no pollinators, it is still important to report the numbers! 

https://www.greatsunflower.org/How%20to%20count


Date:
Time:
Location: 
Type of Flower:
Number of flowers watched:

Data: 

Submit data here: www.greatsunflower.org 

The Great Sunflower Project 
Data Collection Sheet

http://www.greatsunflower.org

