
Make a Salamander Activity   

Engage and Reflect
Watch: Virtual Vitamin Z | Zoo Educational Lesson: Tokyo Salamanders 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPmN82BFdPU 

Skills
● Fine motor 
● Observation 
● Creative expression

Visual Arts 
● Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts.

NGSS 
● Developing and using models

Experience
● 10-15 minutes
● 1 or more people

Salamanders are amphibians that have long bodies and shorter legs. Thinking about 
the shape of the body, legs and tail, look around your home and find items that look 
like the shape of a salamander. Design a salamander with a popsicle stick or other 
items you find.  

Celebrating and Saving Wildlife 
The animal care staff at the Detroit Zoological Society use innovative ways to work 
with the animals in their care to have assurance populations of species that are 
endangered. An assurance population is a group of animals kept in human care to 
ensure the overall species does not become extinct. By supporting the Detroit 
Zoological Society, you are supporting our conservation work with the Tokyo 
Salamander and many other species. 

Take Action
Repurposing items from around your house gives them a second life and keeps them 
out of the landfill. By making this craft, you’re preventing items from entering the waste 
stream. Look around your home and see if you have other items that otherwise would 
end up in the landfill, and see if you can repurpose those items, too! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPmN82BFdPU


Make a Salamander Activity 

Tools 

Popsicle stick
Coloring materials 
Found materials

1 or more people

Directions

● Use the popsicle stick to make the body of the salamander - color or paint it.
● Use materials you find around the house to make legs and a tail for your salamander 
● Make more than one salamander!

Scientists classify animals based on their similarities and differences. Practice your classification skills by 
carefully observing the salamanders you create, then decide what is similar and what is different. Would 
you classify them as the same species? Or two different species? Why?

Notes - Be creative! Use bright colors, interesting objects and have fun!

 


