
Animal Classification 

Engage and Reflect
Watch Virtual Vitamin Z - Discover More About Red Pandas  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBSyRIfkFek

Skills
● Measurement
● Observations
● Classification and sorting
● Data collection
● Communication

Math Concepts / Standards
● Measurement and Data

NGSS Science and Engineering Practices 
● Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity
● Heredity: Inheritance and Variation of Traits

Experience
● 5-10 minutes
● 1 or more people

Red pandas were once classified as the closest living relatives to giant pandas and 
belonging to the bear family. They were then thought to belong to the raccoon family. 
The more scientists observe and compare animals, the more they learn. Practice 
classifying and reclassifying by comparing two objects and deciding how they’re 
similar and how they are different.

Celebrating and Saving Wildlife 
It is estimated that fewer than 10,000 red pandas remain in the wild. The Detroit 
Zoological Society supports and collaborates with the Jane Goodall Institute Nepal 
and the Red Panda Network to conserve red pandas in the wild. The Holtzman 
Wildlife Foundation Red Panda Forest at the Detroit Zoo provides a large and dynamic 
naturalistic environment, promoting the overall well-being of the red pandas who live 
at the Detroit Zoo.

Take Action
Deforestation is the leading cause of habitat destruction and the biggest threat to 
endangered red pandas. Help red pandas by using recycled paper products. Look for 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification on wood and wood products. 



Animal Classification

Tools 
Two objects to classify
Measuring tools
Writing utensils
Writing material

1 or more people

Directions

● Select two items to classify, this can be two pieces of fruit, or two toys, or any other objects you 
want to compare. These will be the “animals” you’ll research and classify.

● Decide on what parameters you want to use to compare your animals. You can choose things like 
size, shape, color, etc. 

● Now create a data sheet and compare your two objects.
● Share your results with a friend, discuss other ways your animals can be compared. 

Notes - Classification is a dynamic system where scientists are constantly learning about animals and 
how to group them. Turn your classification activity into a long term project by comparing them overtime. 
What new parameters will you come up with and how do these parameters change your classification?

For more of a challenge, compare more than two items or choose items that are closely related like 
different types of fruit. 
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Object 1

_________________

Object 2

_________________

Comparison 1

_________________

Comparison 2

_________________

Comparison 3

_________________

Comparison 4

_________________


