
Sand for Camels  

Engage and Reflect
Watch Virtual Vitamin Z - Zoo Educational Lesson: Camel Spotlight: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imsZhCDea9I

Skills
● Measuring 

 

NGSS Science and Engineering Practices 
● Developing and using models
● Planning and carrying out investigations

Experience
● 5 minutes to make
● 1 or more people  

Camels have amazing adaptations that allow them to live in harsh environments, like 
deserts. Their humps store energy so they can go days without eating or drinking if they 
need to, long eyelashes keep blowing sand out of their eyes, and feet the size of dinner 
plates help them walk across the soft sand. You can make your own special sand that is 
moldable, squeezable, and hours of fun, with some common household items!   

Celebrating and Saving Wildlife 
Domestic camels, like the ones that live at the Detroit Zoo, depend on human care to 
survive. Their wild counterparts, Bactrian camels who live in Asia, forage for their own 
food and water. Wild Bactrian camels are critically endangered due to habitat loss and 
hunting. By sharing the story of endangered animals, like camels, people can ensure 
their actions do not have a negative impact on other species. 

Take Action
Many species of animals are threatened by habitat loss. By choosing to purchase 
items that are sustainably grown, harvested and made, we can reduce our impact on 
habitats around the world. Look for symbols like the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
and the Rainforest Alliance when you make purchases.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imsZhCDea9I


Sand for Camels

Tools 

Play sand - 1 cup
Corn starch - 1/2 tbsp
Dish soap - 1 tsp
Water - 1 cup

1 or more people

Directions

Make moldable sand

● Start with clean, dry play sand
● Measure out one cup
● Mix it with the cornstarch until you can’t see the white powder anymore
● Mix one teaspoon of dish soap in the cup of water until it’s completely mixed. 
● Slowly pour the liquid into the sand, mixing it until the sand starts to clump together and hold on to 

its form. 
● Store it in an airtight container.

Notes - If your sand dries out, add a little more water. If you’d like a larger quantity of moldable sand, 
search online for a recipe. There are measurements for the ingredients to make as much as a 50 pound 
bag of sand!  


