
Panamanian Golden Frog Illusions   

Engage and Reflect
Watch Virtual Vitamin Z - Zoo Educational Lesson: A Panamanian Golden Frog 
Learning Adventure https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-q9Vyt-Iqg&t=340s 

Skills
● Observation

NGSS Science and Engineering Practices 
● Interdependent relationships in ecosystems. 
● Human Impacts

Experience
● 5-10 minutes
● 1 or more people  

Panamanian golden frogs are extinct in the wild, they only live in human care at zoos, 
aquariums and other conservation organizations. Their disappearance is due to 
human development and loss of their habitat, the pet trade, and chytrid fungus, a 
deadly fungus impacting amphibian populations all over the world. Conservationists 
hope to return them to their native habitat, in Panama, one day. You can catch a 
glimpse of what that might look like by doing the activity outlined on the next page! 

Celebrating and Saving Wildlife 
The Detroit Zoological Society works with other accredited zoos and aquariums to 
care fro assurance populations of species who are at risk of going extinct. Assurance 
populations are animals kept in human care until it is safe to release them back to 
their native habitats. The DZS cares for Panamanian golden frogs in the National 
Amphibian Conservation Center and supports conservation work in Panama to help 
save this critically endangered species.     

Take Action
Our actions matter! Panamanian golden frogs are extinct in the wild in part because of 
the pet trade. The colorful frogs are considered a symbol of good luck in Panama and 
were highly desired as pets. Make sure you know where your pets come from, and 
ensure they aren’t species being collected from the wild.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-q9Vyt-Iqg&t=340s


Panamanian Golden Frog Illusions

Tools 

Paper
Markers/crayons/colored pencils
Pencil
Tape
Your hands! 

1 or more people

Directions

● Cut two pieces of paper about 3” by 4”. 
● Draw a Panamanian golden frog (or your favorite animal) on one piece of paper. 
● Draw the natural habitat for the Panamanian golden frog (or another scene of your choice) on the 

other piece of paper. 
● Tape the pieces of paper to each other, with the blank sides facing each other, leaving the bottom 

edges of the paper open. 
● Insert the pencil in between the paper and secure it with tape. 
● With the pencil between your hands, rub your hands together, causing the pencil to rotate and the 

paper to spin. 
● Watch the two images blend together! 

Notes - Thaumatropes work because of persistence of vision. Your mind holds onto an image for a just a 
moment longer than you’re actually seeing it, so when two images are shown quickly, they start to 
overlap. That’s how old movies were made, with many individual photos shown in rapid succession and 
your brain stitches them together into a seamless production. For more examples of thaumatropes, visit: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_2TW5X4H6E  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_2TW5X4H6E

