
2026 Overview and  

Sponsorship Opportunities



Who’sat the Zoo?

Detroit’s most active, powerful, and desirable demographic – families with children.

Exceeded more than one million guests for the 

thirteenth consecutive year

Largest single paid familyattraction in Michigan

Donate over 100,000  

hours of their time a year

MORE THAN

1.3M
YEARLY  

VISITORS

50K
MEMBER  

HOUSEHOLD

OVER

1,000
VOLUNTEERS
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Household Income

$25,000 to $49,999:

$50,000 to $74,999:

$75,000 to $99,999:

$100,000to $149,999:

$150,000 or more:

15.2%

19.4%

24.0%

24.2%

17.2%

County ofResidence*

Wayne County:

Oakland County:  

Macomb County:

21.0%

48.0%

21.0%

% of Members who responded  

Source: Member Survey 2010

* January –October 2009

Member Demographics

Gender
Men: 46.3%
Women:

Age
18-24:
25-34:

35-44:

45-54:

55-64:

65+:

53.7%

1.3%
17.7%

38.6%

19.8%

16.8%

5.8%

Marital Status
Married: 80.4%

Single: 10.5%

Education
Completed High School:  

Completed College:

Completed GradSchool:

19.5%

45.1%

38.6%

Number of Children in Household

(age 17 or under)

None:  

One:  

Two:  

Three:

Four:  

Five:  

Six:

39.1%

18.3%

27.6%

10.9%

 2.7%

 0.8%

 0.7%

Presence ofChildren by Age

Age<2: 23.6%

Age 2-5: 56.7%

Age 6-11: 48.5%

Age 12-17: 25.2%
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Visitor Demographics

Gender  

Men:  

Women:

Age

18-34:

35-49:
50-54:
55+:

Marital Status  
Married:  
Single:

Other:

47%

53%

35%

29%
9%
27%

51%
35%

14%

Number of Children in Household
(Age 17 orunder)  

One:

Two:

Three:

Four or More:

24%
17%

5%

1%

HouseholdIncome

$50,000 to$74,999:

$75,000 to $99,999:

$100,000 to $149,999:

$150,000+:

County ofResidence

14%

17%

17%

13%

Wayne County: 32%

Oakland County: 31%

Macomb County: 22%

Other Counties:* 15%

Education

High School: 31%

Some College: 33%

College Graduate: 18%

Post Graduate+: 12%

Sample: 12,328
*Other Counties Include: Lapeer, Livingston, Monroe, Sanilac, St. Clair, Washtenaw

Source: Scarborough November 2017 – October2018
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Partnership Benefits

• Over 45,000 Detroit Zoo members and 1.3 million visitors yearly

• Recognition in Zmail, the Detroit Zoological Society monthly e-newsletter (88,000+ distribution)

• Recognition in Habitat, the Detroit Zoological Society quarterly member magazine (45,000 distribution)

• Recognition on the events web page on the Detroit Zoological Society website (63,000 unique monthly visitors)

• Recognition on the Detroit Zoo Facebook page (385,000+ followers)

• On-site activation to promote sponsor marketing initiatives to Detroit Zoo visitors

• Opportunity for sponsor to promote partnership with a trusted community organization

• Opportunity to offer sponsor promotions on Detroit Zoo Member Perks page

• Opportunity to provide volunteers for events and for landscaping projects

• Opportunity to partner on educational and community programs

• Complimentary general admission and event tickets

• Category exclusivity
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Some of OurPartners | detroitzoo.org



Event Details



Public Events
Event Description Date and Time Admission Fees Expected Attendance

An “egg-stravaganza” of family fun filled 

with treats, crafts, games, egg hunts, a 

scavenger hunt, photo opportunities with 

the Easter Bunny, and live entertainment.

April 3 and 4 from 9 am – 3 

pm

Free with Zoo admission, 

free for Zoo members

30,000

A festival celebrating sustainable living 

with fun activities, live entertainment, 

habitat chats, food trucks, and more.

April 11 and 12 from 

9 am – 3 pm

Free with Zoo admission, 

free for Zoo members

15,000

Help divert waste from local landfills by 

dropping off old and unused electronics. 

As a reward, earn complimentary tickets 

to the Detroit Zoo.

April 18 and 19 from 

9 am – 12 pm

Free to participate 1,000

This 21+ event features more than 130 

unique beers from select Michigan craft 

breweries, live music, and exclusive 

access to the Zoo’s award winning-

habitats.

May 15 from 

6 pm – 10 pm

$50 General Admission, 

$85 VIP, $30 Designated 

Driver, $60 Designated 

Driver VIP

2,500

The Zoo’s Summer Attraction Trail filled 

with animatronic displays for guests of all 

ages to walk along

May 23 to September 7 $6 ticket purchased at 

mouth of trail

160,000
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Public Events
Event Description Date and Time Admission Fees Expected Attendance

Senior citizens residing in Macomb, 

Oakland, and Wayne Counties can 

enjoy live entertainment, tram tours, 

habitat chats, and a senior resource 

area.

May 27 from 

9 am – 3 pm

Free admission for event 

attendees

5,000

This private event invites children, 

who are chronically ill or have special 

needs, and their families and 

caregivers for a fun filled and relaxed 

complimentary evening at the Zoo.

June 5 from 6 pm – 9 pm A free event intended for 

families who have a child with 

a chronic or terminal illness

1,000

This 21+ event features a selection of 

specialty cocktails, beer, wine, and 

more! Enjoy live music and exclusive 

access to the Zoo’s award winning-

habitats.

July 17 from

6 pm – 10 pm

$50 General Admission, $85 

VIP, $30 Designated Driver, 

$65 VIP Designated Driver

2,500

A 9-date concert series throughout the 

summer. Artists and performances for 

all ages.

July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 

August 5, 12, 19, 26 from 

5 pm – 7:30 pm

Free with the purchase of a 

general admission ticket

~15,000 for all 9 dates
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Public Events

Event Description Date and Time Admission Fees Expected Attendance

A family friendly, merry-not-scary 

event that features a half-mile cleverly 

decorated trick-or-treat trail that begins 

at the front entrance and winds 

through the Zoo.

October 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 16, 

17, 18, 23, 24, 25 from 4 pm 

to 9:30 pm

$17 - $25 per person

Children ages 2 and under 

are free

40,000+

This 21+ event features a selection of 

specialty cocktails, beer, wine, and 

more! Enjoy live music, yard games, 

and exclusive access to the Zoo’s 

award winning-habitats.

October 2 from 

6 pm – 10 pm

$50 General Admission, 

$85 VIP, $30 Designated 

Driver, $65 VIP Designated 

Driver

2,500

Experience the magic of the Detroit 

Zoo in winter as you take in the sights 

and sounds of the season in a winter 

wonderland, with over five million LED 

lights.

30 select evenings from 

November 21 to January 3 

from 5 pm to 9/10:30

Ticket packages range from 

$17 – $65 per person

160,000+

This 21+ event features a selection of 

specialty cocktails, beer, wine, and 

more! Enjoy live entertainment, 

games, and access to Wild Lights.

December 3 from

6 pm – 10 pm

$50 General Admission, $85 

VIP, $30 Designated Driver, 

$65 VIP Designated Driver

2,500
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Fundraising Events

Event Description Date and Time Admission Fees Expected Attendance

The Zoo’s annual fundraising gala 

features a strolling supper, zoo-

themed martinis, live entertainment, 

and live and silent auctions.

June 20 from 

7 pm – 11 pm

$250 GA Ticket and $600 

VIP Ticket

2,500

This event includes a 5K through 

the streets of Huntington Woods 

and a noncompetitive one-mile Fun 

Walk past animal habitats 

throughout Zoo grounds. Funds 

raised from this event help support 

the Ruth Roby Glancy Animal 

Health Complex.

September 7 from 

8 am – 12 pm

5K tickets: $40 – $50 per 

person

Fun Walk tickets: $35 – $45 

per person

Spectator Fee: $15 adult

$5 children (ages 2-18)

3,000
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Entitlement Assets



On-Site Activation | detroitzoo.org



Online Ticket Messaging | detroitzoo.org

Coupon or image ad on all digital 

admission tickets or parking passes



Partnership Examples | detroitzoo.org

Display a scavenger hunt in the Zoo. 
Winners can receive a partner item or a 
special experience from the Zoo, courtesy 
of the partner



Year-Round Recognition | detroitzoo.org

Opportunity to receive presenting sponsor 

recognition at an animal habitat for one (1) full year



Year-Round Recognition | detroitzoo.org

Opportunity to have 

presenting sponsor 

recognition of a 

venue/event space at 

the Zoo



Media Features | detroitzoo.org

Sponsor recognition in press releasesSponsor recognition in Zmail, the Detroit Zoological 

Society’s monthly member electronic newsletter



Media Features | detroitzoo.org

Sponsor recognition in Habitat, 

the Detroit Zoological Society 

quarterly member magazine



Social Media Features | detroitzoo.org

Sponsor recognition in social media posts



Website Exposure | detroitzoo.org

Sponsor logo with link to sponsor website on 

event webpage

Offers on the Member Perks page can be static or 

changed out monthly



ADDITIONAL 

PROGRAMS



Educational Programs

• Annual Education Programs: 3,000

• Annual Educational Program Participants: 150,000

• School districts we have partnerships with:

• Warren, Waterford, Detroit Public Schools, Holy Redeemer, DIA, University Prep, and Macomb ISD

• Number of annual field trips:

• School paid – 127           District Partnership – 88               Donor Funded – 305 

• Number of field trip participants:

• School paid – 6,533        Donor Funded – 9,150 
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Community Involvement | detroitzoo.org

Opportunity to achieve community 

involvement goals with a partnership





Discovery Trails

Discovery Trails at the Detroit Zoo will be an all-new, immersive experience dedicated to the wonder of wildlife, 

the power of education and the joy of discovery.  Situated along the southwest corridor of the Zoo and spanning 

the area from Buddy’s Pizza to near the bison and wolverine habitats, this 7-acre feature is expected to open in 

2026.  

Discovery Trails will include expansive habitats for new and returning species, such as alpacas, burrowing owls, 

bush dogs and bamboo sharks – along with updated spaces for Zoo favorites, including giant anteaters, 

miniature donkeys and prairie dogs.   This immersive area will also bring guests closer to wildlife through up-

close animal encounters.  From a tank where guests can touch and feed stingrays to a barnyard where they can 

brush goats and feed chickens, Discovery Trails is designed to spark curiosity and a deeper connection with the 

natural world. 

In fact, Discovery Trails is a shining example of the Detroit Zoological Society’s mission coming to life.  Guests’ 

experiences in Discovery Trails will foster empathy and understanding for animals, nature and the environment, 

and allow visitors to create meaningful connections and to build curiosity and appreciation for the world around 
them. 
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Discovery Trails

In addition to all-new animal encounters and habitats, Discovery Trails will also feature a host of other 
experiences, including: 

• Diverse educational experiences made especially for children, such as an imaginative farmers market, 

vibrant garden grove and outdoor classroom, a senses trail and Little Sprouts area that will encourage the 
Zoo’s youngest guests to explore, move and have fun

• A thrilling, accessible Canopy Trail that will elevate guests 14 feet off the ground as they gain new 
perspectives and an appreciation of nature

• Sustainable, accessible features that ensure Discovery Trails is an inclusive space that protects our planet 
and is welcoming to all

• Numerous areas for guests to rest, refuel and reconnect with family and friends. These include sensory-

friendly quiet spaces, allowing guests to step away from the pathways and play areas to have a moment to 
reset
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Contact

Matt Opperman

Director of Corporate and 

Foundation Relations

(248) 336-5723

mopperman@dzs.org
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Jack Twomey

Corporate Relations Manager

(248) 336-5720

jtwomey@dzs.org
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